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SOURCES OF INFORMATION ON MINNESOTA GEOLOGY

In addition to Minnesota Geological Survey (MGS) publications, information on Minnesota geology is available from a broad
range of sources. All MGS reports and maps have been scanned and are available for free download through the MGS home
page, as well as from the University of Minnesota Library Digital Conservancy Unit. Of increasing importance are MGS
databases, such as the aeromagnetic and gravity databases. This catalog lists relatively recent publications that can still be
purchased as hard copies. Literature from other publishers may be identified through internet searches or references
services, and for older literature, previously prepared Bibliographies of Minnesota Geology remain accessible — including MGS
Bulletins 34, 46, and 47, and Information Circular 21. These bibliographies can be found as PDF documents by searching at

https://conservancy.umn.edu/handle/11299/708. For MGS publications not listed in this catalog, as an alternative to a digital

download, most publications may be found in libraries, or on the used book market. Most publications released since 1993
also contain some geographic information system (GIS) files as supplementary information on the download web site. MGS

publications may also be searched for through a map interface on the MGS web site.

The County Well Index (CWI) is a database that contains information for over 500,000 water-wells drilled in Minnesota. The
data are derived from water-well contractors' logs of geologic materials encountered during drilling. Confirmed locations and
interpreted geologic well records are available for about half of the wells. Available data also include casing, screen and pump
information. CWI is Web accessible at MWI ONLINE, [now the Minnesota Well Index (MWI). The database can be searched
and files printed. Files cannot be downloaded. Due to the Homeland Security Act of 2002, wells supplying public water
systems will not be displayed in CWI Online. If you need access to this information, please contact the MN Department of
Health 651-201-4688. This restriction also applies to a data CD or downloadable file. If a CD is required, please contact MGS.


https://cse.umn.edu/mgs
https://cse.umn.edu/mgs
https://cse.umn.edu/mgs
https://conservancy.umn.edu/handle/11299/708
https://www.health.state.mn.us/mwi
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MAPS AND REPORTS OF THE MINNESOTA GEOLOGICAL SURVEY AVAILABLE AS HARD COPY

Most MGS maps published since 1994 have supplementary GIS data and are marked with an * in the list below. All

publications since 1872 have now been scanned and are available in PDF format through the MGS website.
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A-1 Cook and Lake Counties. 1983. $3.50. Available online or printed format.
A-2 St. Louis County. 1983. $3.50. Available online or printed format.

A-3 Carlton and Pine Counties. 1983. $3.50. Available online or printed format.

A-4 East-central region [area between 93° to 94°37°30” and 45°37°30” to 47°37°30”]. 1983. $3.50. Available online or
printed format.

A-5 Central region [area between 94°37’30” to 96°30° and 47°37°30” to Ldnd 94°37’30” to 95°22’30” and 45°37’30”].
1985. $3.50. Available online or printed format.

A-6 West-central region [area from 95°22°30” to western state line between 45°37°30” and 47°; and from 94° to western
state line between 45° and 45°37’30”]. 1987. $6.50. Available online or printed format.

A-7 Northwestern region [area from 96°30° to western state line between 47° and 47°37°30” and from 95°37°30” to
western state line between 47°37°30” and the International Boundary]. 1989. $6.50. Available online or printed
format.

A-8 Southwestern region [area from 94°22°30” to western state line between the southern state line and 44°22’30”; and
from 94°37°30” to western state line between 44°22’30” and 45°]. 1989. $6.50. Available online or printed format.

A-9 Southeastern region. 1991. $6.50.

BULLETINS (ISSN 0076-9169)

46 Bibliography of Minnesota geology, 1951-1980. G.B. Morey, N.H. Balaban, and L. Swanson. 1981. 143 p.
Available in print $5.50 & Available online free.

47 Bibliography of Minnesota geology, 1981-1985. L. Swanson, N.H. Balaban, and G.B. Morey. 1987. 107 p. $5.50.
48 Frederick William Sardeson, Geologist 1866-1958. M.P. Weiss. 2000. 203 p. $16.50.

COUNTY GEOLOGIC ATLAS SERIES

For County Atlases numbered C-13 and higher, GIS files may be downloaded; the MGS also offers a CD/DVD that contains
products of the MGS County Atlas project in GIS and PDF formats. Each CD/DVD is $3.00 when purchased with an Atlas or
associated RI, or $5.50 if purchased separately.

On the CD/DVD, atlas data are part of an ArcGIS mxd project file. The mxd is compatible with the latest versions of ArcGIS but
is not backward compatible. With GIS software, the data are searchable and can be manipulated or integrated with other
georeferenced data (such as road and water networks, census data, images, and parcel boundaries). If ArcGIS is not available
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the CD/DVD data can be viewed with ArcReader, a program available directly from the ESRI web site. It is free.

The CD/DVD also contains PDF files of the atlas plates that match the colors and styles of the printed version. Maps can be
printed from the PDF files if you have access to a large format plotter. Also included are text versions of the map explanation,
jpeg images, and database (dbf) files and some html files, that can be viewed or used independently of any GIS system.

The DNR parts of the County Atlas Series beginning with C-8 are available at https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/waters/
groundwater section/mapping/status.html.

*C-2 Geologic atlas of Winona County, Minnesota. N.H. Balaban and B.M. Olsen, eds. 1984. (out of print, available
online. Plates available upon request for $10.00 each. Please allow 1 business day for printing).

*C-3 Geologic atlas of Olmsted County, Minnesota. N.H. Balaban, ed. 1988. 9 pls. Scale 1:100,000. 9 pls. PI. 1, data-
base; pl. 2, bedrock geology; pl. 3, surficial geology; pl. 4, depth to bedrock; pl. 5, bedrock hydrogeology; pl. 6,
pollution sensitivity; pl. 7, sinkhole probability; pl. 9, geologic resources (Plate 8 available for $10.00 upon request.
Please allow 1 business day for printing). $12.00 for pls. 1-8.

*C-4 Geologic atlas of Hennepin County, Minnesota. N.H. Balaban, ed. 1989. 9 pls. Scale 1:100,000 and smaller. PI. 1,
data-base; pl. 2, bedrock geology; pl. 3, surficial geology; pl. 4, depth to bedrock; pl. 5, Quaternary hydrogeology; pl.
6, bedrock hydrogeology; pl. 7, pollution sensitivity; pl. 8, well construction; pl. 9, geologic resources. $12.50.

*C-5 Geologic atlas of Washington County, Minnesota. L. Swanson and G.N. Meyer, eds. 1990. 7 pls. Scale 1:100,000
and smaller. Pl 1, data-base; pl. 2, bedrock geology, pl. 3, surficial geology; pl. 4, bedrock topography and depth to
bedrock; pl. 5, hydrogeology; pl. 6, sensitivity of ground-water systems to pollution; pl. 7, geology and well
construction. $12.50.

*C-6 Geologic atlas of Dakota County, Minnesota. N.H. Balaban and H.C. Hobbs, eds. 1990. 9 pls. Scale 1:100,000 and
smaller. Pl 1, data-base; pl. 2, bedrock geology; pl. 3, surficial geology; pl. 4, depth to bedrock and bedrock
topography; pl. 5, Quaternary hydrogeology; pl. 6, bedrock hydrogeology; pl. 7, sensitivity of the Prairie du Chien-
Jordan aquifer to pollution; pl. 8, geology and well construction; pl. 9, geologic resources. $12.50.

*C-7 Geologic atlas of Ramsey County, Minnesota. G.N. Meyer and L. Swanson, eds. 1992. 10 pls. Scale 1:48,000 and
smaller. Pl. 1, data-base; pl. 2, bedrock geology; pl. 3, surficial geology; pl. 4, bedrock topography and Quaternary
stratigraphy; pl. 5, depth to bedrock and Confining units of the St. Peter Sandstone; pl. 6, surficial hydrogeology; pl. 7,
bedrock hydrogeology; pl. 8, sensitivity of the water-table system to pollution; pl. 9, sensitivity of the Prairie du Chien-
Jordan aquifer to pollution; pl. 10, bedrock and bedrock topography. $13.00.

C-8 Geologic atlas of Fillmore County, Minnesota. Three parts $26.00.

*Part A J.H. Mossler, project manager. 1995. 5 pls. Scale 1:100,000. PI. 1, data-base; pl. 2, bedrock geology; pl. 3, surficial
geology; pl. 4, depth to bedrock and bedrock topography; pl. 5, geologic resources. $12.50.

*Part B J. Falteisek, Minnesota Dept. of Natural Resources, Division of Waters, project supervisor. 1996. 4 pls. Scale
1:100,000. PI. 6, bedrock hydrogeology; pl. 7, sensitivity of the St. Peter-Prairie du Chien-Jordan aquifer to
pollution; pl. 8, sinkholes and sinkhole probability; pl. 9, springsheds. $12.50.

Part C Text supplement. R.S. Lively and N.H. Balaban, eds. 1995. 41 p. $2.50.

C-9 Geologic atlas of Rice County, Minnesota. Both parts $24.50.

*Part A H.C. Hobbs, project manager. 1995. 6 pls. Scale 1:100,000. PI. 1, data-base; pl. 2, bedrock geology; pl. 3, surficial
geology; pl. 4, Quaternary stratigraphy; pl. 5, depth to bedrock and bedrock topography; pl. 6, geologic resources.
$14.50.

*Part B J. Falteisek, Minnesota Dept. of Natural Resources, Division of Waters, project supervisor. 1997. 3 pls., 1 pl
supplement. Scale 1:100,000. PI. 7, water-table hydrogeology; pl. 8, bedrock hydrogeology; pl. 9 and pl. 9
supplement, sensitivity of ground-water systems to pollution. $11.50.

C-10 Geologic atlas of Stearns County, Minnesota. Three parts $33.50. (For more information on granites, see also Report

of Investigations 56.)


https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/waters/groundwater_section/mapping/status.html
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/waters/groundwater_section/mapping/status.html




